
Coastal Habitat Creation – Are We Delivering? 

Colin Scott 

Solent Protection Society 

20 February 2014, Lymington Community Centre 



1 

ABPmer Habitat Creation Conference (Nov. 2013) 

ONE GREAT 

GEORGE STREET  
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Background and Rationale 

 Methods for Creation/Restoration. 

 Managed Realignment (inc. sea wall breaches and sluices) 

 Methods for Protection/Enhancement . 

 Sediment Recharge  

 

 

 Logic of Managed Realignment….. 

 Reduces maintenance costs for coastal defence; 

 Space for sea level rise, reduces habitat loss; 

 Improves flood protection; 

 Creates ‘new’ intertidal habitats plus many other gains; and  

 Leads to more sustainable shorelines and estuaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Others..? 
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Project Experience 

 Over the last 23 years…. 

 Over 60 completed MR and RTE projects in UK… extensive practical 

experience 
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Project Experience 

 **change to Europe** 
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Introduction 
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Regulated Exchange 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Regulated Exchange 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Landform Change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culvert Gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal Shingle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural Morphology 

 

Regulated Exchange 
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West Wittering Regulated Tidal Exchange 
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Introduction 

Coastal Habitat Creation – Are We Delivering? 
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The Future 

 Yes and No…the Future has more challenges …. 

 Work to Do - To meet SMPs aims by 2050 - realignment needs to 

increase 5-fold from 6km/year to 30km/year;  

 Cost – Increasing cost of project; even as projects get larger there 

are no economies of scale…. 

 Land Purchase – Problems with securing correct land; 

 Communicating Project Rationale – A challenge for all projects; 

raising issues such as “food security”…..need to clarify the relevance 

of such issues and the multiple benefits… 

 What are the incentives/funds: Other than fish, carbon?  

 Need to think bigger?… 
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Allfleet’s Marsh (Wallasea) 
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1320 

Present Day 1920 

1200 
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Wallasea Island Wild Coast (RSPB Project)  

Wallasea Island  



19 Wallasea Island Wild Coast (September 2013) 
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Wallasea Island Wild Coast (September 2013) 
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www.oceansedgephotography.co.uk 

Ecological Development 

Allfleet’s Marsh (Wallasea) 
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Ecological Development 

Allfleet’s Marsh (Wallasea) 
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Allfleet’s Marsh (Defra Project)  

Wallasea Island  
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Blue Carbon Capture 
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Fish & Aquaculture 
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Fish & Aquaculture 
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Sediment Recharge Projects 2012 & 2013  

Lymington Marshes  
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Lymington Marshes 
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Boiler Marsh, Lymington 
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Lymington Recharge - Wightlink Ltd., Land and Water Ltd & ABPmer.  
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Boiler Marsh, Lymington 
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Boiler Marsh, Lymington 
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Maldon 
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Sediment Recharge Projects 2012 & 2013  

Lymington Marshes  
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Other Habitats 

 Arc Consulting Ltd. 



Thank you for your attention 

 

cscott@abpmer.co.uk 

02380711860 


